WINGS OVER

Aﬁ@ICA

@“' AIR CORPS
QY U.S.ARMY

FPhato & Graphic Inoges: Credits, Pages 30 41




Remembrance

This is a remembrance of Staff Sergeant Alfred H. Luhmann of New Milford, New Jersey. This report is
based upon information obtained from various Internet and private sources, both in the U.S. and U.K.

1t is hoped that the information, graphics and photos contained herein will properly illustrate, however
briefly, Staff Sergeant Luhmann’s service in the U.S. Army Air Corps during World War Il and provide
a glimpse about his home in New Milford, New Jersey.

Permissions, have been obtained to use the graphic images and photos included herein and all
resources are listed in the “Acknowledgements” section. This report is intended for private use and
is not for publication.

* Photo: Portrait Alfred H. Luhmann - Courtesy, “New Milford in World War 11" By Teresa M. Martin, May 30, 1947
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Introduction

In October of 1999 my wife and I moved to New Milford. Our house, the first house on Luhmann Drive,
stands on a small hill on a corner lot with two large Red Oak trees. On the street corner is a green
street sign with gold lettering bearing the name “Luhmann Drive” next to a gold star.

Looking up at the street sign one day, I became curious about the name, “Luhmann” staring out at me
and I decided to find out more about this person, Luhmann, one day.

My quest began about two years ago with a visit to the Soldiers War Memorial in front of Borough Hall
in New Milford. I stopped by to take look and remember those who had served and given their lives.
Among the names inscribed, I found the name “Alfred H. Luhmann”.

In the course of my research, I’'ve discovered a number of interesting websites on the Internet and
corresponded with a number of very kind people to whom, I would like to offer my special thanks for
their time and valuable assistance.

Mpr. William L. Beigel of Personalized WW?2 Historical Research of Torrance, CA for his initial
research and gracious advice rendered throughout the duration of this project.

Ms. Jenny Christian of the 2" “ dir Division Memorial Library, Norwich, UK, for details regarding the
plane crash, locating Alfred’s half brother, Mr. Conrad Luhmann and facilitating our contact.

Mpr. David Addy, of Long Stratton, UK, Webmaster of the Long Stratton Website, who has provided the
account of the crash of April 1, 1944 near Long Stratton and from the anonymous eyewitness who, had
kindly conveyed his recollections of the incident to Mr. Addy.

Mr. Paul Wilkinson, (RAF, Retired), of Forncett, St. Peter, UK, for his time spent researching and the
information he has kindly provided regarding identities of the crew and aircraft.

Mr. Ray Pytel, of Elkhorn, Wisconsin for his research and information concerning the Distinguished
Unit Citation and French Croix de Guerre w/Palm, Unit Citation.

Kay of the Long Stratton & Wacton, UK “The Sexton’s Wheel” Website and Magazine for kindly
posting my letter on “The Sexton’s Wheel” website and help locating sources of information.

Information was also obtained from many Army Air Corps, Genealogy and U.S. Air Force Websites.

This project has been most worthwhile and it is hoped that Alfred H. Luhmann will continue to be
remembered as long as there is a “Luhmann Drive” and a Soldiers War Memorial at Borough Hall in
this quiet, little town of New Milford, New Jersey.

Joe Becker
November 11, 2005

% Photo: Luhmann Drive - By Author




Home, New Milford, New Jersey

Alfred Henry Luhmann, the son of Carole, (or perhaps, Caroline)’ Louise and Henry Conrad Luhmann,
was born on April 8, 1920. At the time of the 1930 census, Alfred’s mother, Alfred and a younger
brother, Godfrey resided at 222 Grand Street, in New Milford, New Jersey, the home of Carole’s
mother, Mrs. Eva Rausenbergerl and her two sons Harold and Charles, who worked for the Railroad.
The house however, no longer stands and the home site for house number 222, which probably should
have stood at the corner of Grand and Prospect Street, is now an open grass covered lot at the rear of
St. Matthew'’s, Evangelical Lutheran Church.

In correspondence between Alfred’s mother and the Army, after his death on April 1, 1944, his mother
stated that her husband, Henry left the family in sixteen years earlier in 1928, when Alfred would have
been eight years old. The correspondence also bears a different return address so it is most likely that
the family later moved from the Rausenberger home in New Milford to 595 Main Street in
Hackensack, New Jersey.

Alfred’s father and mother having divorced, his father later remarried and had another son, Conrad,
who resides in North Carolina and who recalled that his half-brother, Alfred was also known by the
nickname, “Bob”.

Alfred attended Hackensack High School, Hackensack, New Jersey from 1934 to 1938 and graduated
in 1938, at the age of 18. In his High School Yearbook he is described as a collector of pictures of
dogs, horses, and professional and college baseball and basketball games. He also enjoyed listening
to the radio, going to the movies and reading. In school, he was also known for his determination and
having a happy disposition. After graduation, he looked forward to getting a job and starting a career,
perhaps in New York City. Unfortunately, little else is known about his early life.

High School Yearbook Photo

Footnotes:

There was no mention of a Mr. Rausenberger residing at this address in the 1930 Census from which this information was obtained.
The 1930 Census listed Alfred’s mother’s name as “Caroline” however, in correspondence with the Army the name used is “Carole”.

% Photo: Corner of Grand and Prospect Streets - By Author
* Photo: Alfred Luhmann, High School Photo - Courtesy, Hackensack High School, Hackensack, NJ - Website: www.halley.hackensackhigh.org
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World War Il

Enlistment and Assignment, U.S. Army Air Corps

On September 1, 1942, at the age of twenty-two, Alfred enlisted as a private in the U. S. Army,
Serial Number 32466039, at Newark, New Jersey. His enlistment records showed his marital status
to be, “Single with Dependents”, which is confirmed by correspondence between his mother and the
Army after his death. Alfred’s mother stated that he had been the sole support of both she and a
younger son, residing in Hackensack, New Jersey, his father having left the family sixteen years
earlier.

Alfred was assigned to the U.S. Army Air Corps and stationed at the Army Air Corps Base in
Amarillo, Texas where he attended school and received training as an Aerial Engineer,
(Military Occupational Specialty, MOS # 748), graduating with special honors.”

In November of 1943 Alfred went overseas and was assigned to the 702" “ Bomb Squadron,
Squadron Code WV, Radio Call Sign “Markum”) of the 445’ " Bombardment Group, 2" Combat
Bombardment Wing, 2" Air Division, 8™ Air Force located at T ibenham, Norfolk, (East Anglia)
England, Station # 124. Though trained as an Aerial Engineer, Alfred appeared to have served as
the Left Waist Gunner, aboard a B-24, Liberator Bomber.

Footnotes:

2 “New Milford in World War 11" by Theresa Martin, New Milford Public Library. Theresa Martin was a teacher in New Milford,
who had corresponded with all New Milford servicemen during the war.

% Graphic Image: Staff Sergeant Rank Insignia, Shoulder Patch - Courtesy, * Grunt-www.gruntsmilitary.com
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World War 11

Awards and Citations

While a member of the 445" Bombardment Group, 702™ Squadron, from November of 1943 until his
death on April 1, 1944, Alfred participated in numerous missions over Europe, primarily Germany,
rising in rank from Private to Staff Sergeant, the rank he held at the time of his death. He was entitled
to wear the silver Flight Wings by nature of his training and function aboard his aircraft. He along
with his crewmates, no doubt, would also have been entitled to the following awards and citations,
some of which are appropriately documented in official individual personnel records, unit histories
and private recollections: > *

The Distinguished (Presidential) Unit Citation® — Awarded to the 445" Bombardment Group for unit

action on the Gothaer Waggonfabrik, A.G., Gotha, Germany on February 24, 1944.
Executive Order No. 9396, (sec. I, WD Bul. 22, 1943), citation in General Order 129, Headquarters, 2" Air Division,
11 April 1945. General Orders 42 War Department - Presidential Citation, 24 May 1945, G. C. Marshall, Chief Of Staff.

The Purple Heart — Death from wounds against an enemy of the United States. War Department
General Orders No. 3, 1938 as amended.

Information releasable under Freedom of Information Act, National Personnel Records Center, St. Louis, Mo.

The Air Medal with Qak Leaf Cluster * - Any member of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps or Coast
Guard of the United States subsequent to September 8, 1939, distinguishes or has distinguished himself
by meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flight. Executive Order 9158, 11 May 1942.

Oak Leaf Cluster — Denotes subsequent awards of the medal.
New Milford in WWII” by Theresa Martin, New Milford Public Library, New Milford, NJ.

The Good Conduct Medal”’ — Completion of three years of service after December 7, 1941 or one year
service while the United States is at war. As amended by Executive Order 9323, 31 March 1943.

Footnotes

3 A review of U.S. Army regulations for the entitlements for the following awards and citations are verifiable when compared to
documentation of SSGT. Alfred Luhmann’s military service for time periods and actions specified.
4 . . . . .. . . .. s
‘for meritorious achievement while participating in ten bomber combat missions over Europe.

New Milford in World War 11" by Theresa Martin, New Milford Public Library. Theresa Martin was a teacher in New Milford,
who had corresponded with all New Milford servicemen during the war.

5 . .
Entitlement for this award should have been included in information releasable under Freedom of Information Act,
National Personnel Records Center, St. Louis, Mo.

6Excerpt, page 10, “Wisconsin Veterans of Foreign Wars News, April 1994 provided by Mr. Ray Pytel, Elkhorn, Wisconsin - Editor,
“The Journal” 2'® Air Division Association.

% Graphic Images: Ribbons, Badges, Flight Wings - Courtesy, Military Wives - www.militarywives.com
% Graphic Images: Ribbons, Badges, Flight Wings - Courtesy, Mr. George A. Petersen, NCHS Inc., Springfield, VA - www.nchsinc.com
% Graphic Image: French Croix De Guerre w/Palm Citation - Courtesy, United States Army Insignia, - www2.powercom.net
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World War 11

Awards and Citations, (Continued)

The American Campaign Medal ? _ Service outside continental United States in the American Theater
for at least 30 days between December, 7, 1941 and March 2, 1946 or who served during that period

for an aggregate period of one year in the continental United States. Executive Order 9265,
6 November 1942, as amended.

The European, African and Middle Eastern Campaign Medal’ — Participation in European, Afiican
or Middle Eastern theater of operations. Executive Order 9265, 6 November 1942, as amended.

The World War II Victory Medal — All members of the Armed Forces of the United States or the
Government of the Philippine Islands who served on active duty any time between December 7, 1941
and December 31, 1946. Public Law No. 79-135(1945), 59 Stat 461.

Information releasable under Freedom of Information Act, National Personnel Records Center, St. Louis, Mo.

The Croix De Guerre w/Palm®— Awarded by the French Government to the 445" Bombardment
Group, Decision Number 332, dated 17 September 1946, for operations from December 1943 to
February 1945. Auth. 1939, Army Regulation 600-8-22. Palm - Denotes an award by the French Army,
citation in Army dispatches.

On July 30, 1990 at the annual 2" Air Division Association convention held in Norwich, UK, the citation and medal

were formally presented to 445 " Bombardment Group representatives by Lieutenant Colonel, Bernard Foron, of the
French Air Force, the French Air Attaché to Britain.

The World War 11 Honorable Service Lapel Button

Awarded to all veterans of World War II, honorably discharged from military service.

Identified as “Lapel Button”, in information releasable under Freedom of Information Act, National Personnel Records
Center, St. Louis, Mo. Also known as “The Ruptured Duck”.

Footnotes

3 Entitlement for this award should have been included in information releasable under Freedom of Information Act, National

Personnel Records Center, St. Louis, Mo.

6Excerpl, page 10, “Wisconsin Veterans of Foreign Wars News, April 1994 provided by Mr. Ray Pytel, Elkhorn, Wisconsin - Editor,
“The Journal” 2" Air Division Association.
The French Croix de Guerre with Palm was awarded by to the 445™ Bombardment Group by Decision Number 332, 17 September 1946
by the President of the Provincial Government of the French Republic, with the following citation. “A splendid unit animated by the
finest spirit of courage and tenacity. It distinguished itself brilliantly in air operations over occupies territories and Germany from
1 December 1943 to 1 February 1945. It made 225 combat missions and dropped over 13,000 tons of bombs on vital German centers,
in spite of sharp enemy resistance, which cost it 97 planes as against 142 enemy planes shot down or damaged. By its sacrifices, its
tireless devotion, and it excellent crew work, it made a great contribution to the liberation of French territories.”

% Graphic Images: Ribbons, Badges, Flight Wings - Courtesy, Military Wives - www.militarywives.com
% Graphic Images: Ribbons, Badges, Flight Wings - Courtesy, Mr. George A. Petersen, NCHS Inc., Springfield, VA - www.nchsinc.com
% Graphic Image: French Croix De Guerre w/Palm Citation - Courtesy, United States Army Insignia, - www2.powercom.net

-6. -




World War 11
Last Mission and Crash - April 1, 1944
The Differing Accounts

Details of the crash, as well as the identities of the plane and crew have been most elusive. Some
accounts are sketchy and appear to be subject to speculation. Several brief versions are stated below.

Version 1 - They were returning from a mission over Germany on April 1, 1944. Two of the plane’s
engines had been shot out and they crashed into a tree, trying to return to base. Alfred was killed in the
crash. Courtesy of “New Milford in World War 11" by Teresa Martin, 1947.

Version 2 — They departed Tibenham, April 1, 1944 in bad weather, on a mission to Ludwigshafen,
Germany. The plane crashed shortly after takeoff at Long Stratton, killing, all on board. Courtesy of
Mpr. William Biegel, World War Il Personalized Research. An excerpt from page 212 of “The Mighty
8" War Diary” by Roger Freeman, mentions a B-24 from the 445" BG, crashing in or near Long
Stratton after take-off (“t/o”), with 9 killed and 1 injured.

Version 3 — The plane, serial number 42-110046, crashed shortly after takeoff at Long Stratton, near
St. Michael’s Church. No further details were available. Courtesy of Ms. Jenny Christian of the
2" Air Division, Memorial Library, Norwich, UK.

Version 4 — In the afternoon of April 1, 1944, ’ a B-24 Liberator, Bomber approached Long Stratton,
with two engines out. The third engine died, crossing the over the village. The plane then headed
toward an open field in the St. Michael’s area for an emergency, belly landing. The plane collided with
a cluster of Yew trees. It became hooked in the trees and was driven downward, breaking up as it
descended to ground. All crewmembers were killed with the exception of one who was thought to have
survived but later died. Courtesy of an anonymous eyewitness, a boy at the time and resident of Long
Stratton, UK. Reported by Mr. David Addy of Long Stratton, UK.

Version 5— A B-24, H, Liberator, Bomber, serial number 42-9463, crashed on April 1, 1944, near
Tibenham airfield in the vicinity of Long Stratton, returning from a mission over Mannheim, Germany.
Number Two Engine was lost over the target, Number Three Engine was lost leaving the coast of France
and eventually Number Four Engine was lost over Tibenham airfield. Six crewmembers were killed:
Pilot, Co-Pilot, Navigator, Top Turret Gunner, Radio Operator, and Left Waist Gunner. Four crew
members survived: Bombardier, Right Waist Gunner, Ball Turret Gunner and Tail Gunner. Courtesy of
Norwich Archive Records Center Office, Norwich, UK, reported by Mr. Paul Wilkinson, (RAF, Retired)
of Forncett, St. Peter, UK.

Footnotes

5[11 the eyewitness account, the incident is reported to have occurred in the afternoon of Saturday, April 1, 1944, otherwise thought to
have been April 6, 1944, which would have been a Thursday because the eyewitness recalled his father dying shortly after the incident.

* Graphic Image: U.S. Army Air Corps Insignia, Shoulder Patch - Courtesy, Mr. George A. Petersen, NCHS Inc., Springfield, VA - www.nchsinc.com
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World War 11
Last Mission and Crash - April 1, 1944
The Differing Accounts, (Continued)

Version 6 - A B-24, H, Liberator, Bomber, serial number 41-29483, crashed on April 1, 1944 returning
to Tibenham airfield at 14:14 hours. The plane lost altitude on approach to base, possibly due to lack of
fuel, and clipped the tops of trees nearby. It “belly” crash-landed in a field 250 yards, north of Long
Stratton church. Nine crewmembers were killed and one survived with injuries. The plane, originally
flew in the 48 7" Bombardment Group, 839" Squadron at Lavenham, UK and was named “G. 1. Wife”.
Courtesy of Mr. Alan M. Hague, Curator, Norfolk and Suffolk Aviation Museum, UK.

As noted in the preceding versions, the story line is varied with few corroborating details documented.
For the most part, the main body of information seems to suggest a series of events as might be
described in the subsequent “Final Summary” version I have prepared, which will hopefully permit the
reader to come to satisfactory conclusions of their own. It should be understood however, that the
conclusions provided herein might not be indicative of exactly what had happened. As yet, there still
may be undiscovered information, which may present a significantly different picture of what really

happened. This being said, I hope the following story presents some degree of accuracy, as I have
understood the facts.

* Graphic Image: 8" U.S. Air Force Insignia, Shoulder Patch - Courtesy, Mr. George A. Petersen, NCHS Inc., Springfield, VA, www.nchsinc.com
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World War Il
Last Mission and Crash - April 1, 1944

Final Summary

The details common to most versions of the story can reasonably be accepted as confirming. Some
details however, were discounted after having obtained information with respect to the identities and
disposition of the crewmembers, after the crash, (i.e. those who were killed and those who had
survived). As such, a final account may read as follows:

Alfred’s last mission began on the morning of Saturday, April 1, 1944, Mission #287, to the

1.G. Farben Chemicals Company at Ludwigshafen, Germany. The crew took off that morning in a
B-24, Type H, “Liberator”, in bad weather conditions and poor visibility. The plane is confirmed
to have crashed in Long Stratton, UK, approximately, two hundred and fifty yards north of

St. Michael’s Church.

At approximately 14:14 hours on the afternoon of Saturday, April 1, 1944, their aircraft, a B-24
Liberator, Bomber, belonging to the 702" Squadron of the 445" Bombardment Group, was observed
approaching the village of Long Stratton, UK, overhead. They would have been returning to home base
at Tibenham airfield, from their bombing mission Ludwigshafen, Germany, however the plane was
travelling from a South to Northeast direction, clearly the wrong direction. It might be speculated that
since the plane was badly shot up and possibly low on fuel, the pilot might have received instructions
from Tibenham control tower to divert back to Hardwick Airfield, located in the Long Stratton area.
Otherwise, there could have been be no reasonable explanation for the plane to be travelling in the
wrong direction. It is also possible the aircraft could have gone off course if the Pilot and/or Co-pilot
were injured. Bad weather conditions were also reported that day, by the U.S. Army Air Corps and
might have played a part.

Their plane appeared to be badly damaged, most likely from enemy fire, with two engines out. The
Number Two Engine had been lost over the target and the Number Three Engine had been lost leaving
the coast of France on the trip home. The plane’s third engine, the Number Four Engine, died just as
it had crossed over Long Stratton village, a very short distance from Tibenham Airfield. Most likely,
the incident might have been observed and reported separately as happening at both Tibenham and
Long Stratton, given the proximity of their locations.

Having lost the third engine, the plane then headed toward the St. Michael’s area where there was a
twenty-three acre open meadow strip and where it might possibly perform an emergency, “belly flop™”
landing. Flying low, with only one engine, The Number One Engine running and short of fuel, the
plane did not have enough power to clear a cluster of Yew trees and collided with the treetops. The
plane became hooked in the treetops and was driven downward, breaking up as it descended and
hitting the ground, killing six of the crew, approximately two hundred and fifty yards north of

St. Michael’s Church, in Long Stratton.

*  Graphic Image: 702" Squadron Insignia, Shoulder Patch - Courtesy, B-24 Best Web - www.b24bestweb.com
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World War I1
Last Mission and Crash - April 1, 1944

Final Summary, (Continued)

The six crewmembers killed in the crash that afternoon, April 1, 1944, at Long Stratton, UK are
named as follows:
I*' Lieutenant, Phil C. Dana, Pilot

2 Lieutenant, Edward Eberhardt Jr., Co-Pilot
o Lieutenant, Robert W. Steen, Navigator
Staff Sergeant, Alfred H. Luhmann, Armorer/Left Waist Gunner
Technical Sergeant, Vincent Brimley, Flight Engineer/Top Turret Gunner

Technical Sergeant, Jasper T. Smith, Radio Operator

The four surviving crewmembers are named below, however it is not known if any were injured.
2 Lieutenant, Walter S. Russell Jr., Bombardier
Staff Sergeant, Ralph E. Bradshaw, Right Waist Gunner
Staff Sergeant Edward R. Ringle, Ball Turret Gunner

Staff Sergeant Robert F. Diffenbacher, Tail Gunner

1t is interesting to note that one version of the story told of a young neighbor boy running out to the
crash site but who did not remain there long after viewing the wreckage and the dead. It also told that it
had been locally thought there was one survivor, who perhaps injured and suffering a mental condition,
ran from crash site, seeking transport on a bus and that he may have later died, at a different location.
This detail might be discounted though, since information obtained appears to indicate that four of the
crew, named above had survived, however with no mention of injuries sustained.

In another version of the story, they are returning from a mission over Mannheim, Germany. This is
quite possible since the raid on Ludwigshafen, the official target of the day, appears to have been

aborted in mid-flight, due to bad weather. The “Dana Crew”, along with other 445’ " planes may have
opted to attack Mannheim as a secondary target.

*  Graphic Image: 445th Bombardment Group Insignia, Shoulder Patch - Unofficial Rendering By Author
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World War I1
Last Mission and Crash - April 1, 1944

Final Summary, (Continued)

Correspondence received from The US Air Force Historical Office, (AFHRA OL-A), at Bolling AFB,
Washington, D.C. and The U.S. Air Force Historical Research Agency, (AFHRA), at Maxwell AFB,
Alabama both confirmed that the unit archives for the U.S. Army Air Corps, 445" Bombardment Group
and/or 702" Squadron contained no details regarding the crash, the identities of the crewmembers,
their aircraft or any mention of Staff Sergeant Alfred H. Luhmann, by name.

According to the U.S. Air Force Historical Office, no investigation was performed nor “Missing Air
Crew Report” (MACR) / Accident Report, prepared. Instead, it was noted that the practice of not
investigating or reporting a crash, though rare, was not totally unusual in wartime. Generally a crash
site would have been investigated even if only to provide for compensation for damages to private
property. No reason however, for not investigating the crash site was provided.

Likewise the local British authorities did not conduct any investigation or officially record any details of
the incident. This is confirmed in correspondence with the Town Clerk of Long Stratton, UK, who stated
that no records of the crash of April 1, 1944 exist in the Long Stratton archive records. She did say that
as a young girl at the time, she did remember the plane descending and almost hitting her grandparent’s
cottage, where she had been visiting.

Only sparse details were provided in Staff Sergeant Luhmann’s Individual Death Personnel File
(IDPF), routinely prepared for deceased crewmembers.

* Graphic Image: 2’ “* Combat Bombardment Wing Insignia, Shoulder Patch - Unofficial Rendering By Author

-11. -




Crew Members

The complete crew roster for that day along with a few brief biographical notes for each member

is listed below. Six crewmembers, noted below (*), were killed in the crash of April 1, 1944 at

Long Stratton, UK. A standard compliment aboard a B-24 Liberator Bomber would have comprised
ten to twelve personnel. In this case the complete roster included ten crewmembers.

1*' Lieutenant, Phil C. Dana

Identified as a 2" Lieutenant in several documents but listed as 1*' Lieutenant, in the National

Archives & Records Administration, WWII Memorial Registry

Serial Number: 0687556

Born: Phil Clarence Dana, January 19, 1918, Mesa, (Maricopa County), Arizona

Hometown: Suffolk County, Massachusetts in the National Archives & Records Administration,
WWII Memorial Registry

Killed In Action: April 1, 1944, B-24 Liberator Crash at Long Stratton, UK

2 Lieutenant, Edward Eberhardt Jr.

Serial Number: 0806822

Hometown: Denver, Colorado

Medals Officially Documented: Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster

Killed In Action: April 1, 1944, B-24 Liberator Crash at Long Stratton, UK

Buried: Cambridge American Cemetery, Cambridge, UK — Plot: C, Row: 3, Grave 65

| D Pilot*

| D Co-Pilot*

D Navigator*

2" Lieutenant, Robert W. Steen

Serial Number: 0805357

Hometown: Pine Apple, (Wilcox County), Alabama

Killed In Action: April 1, 1944, B-24 Liberator Crash at Long Stratton, UK

% Graphic Image: B-24 Liberator, Bomber - Courtesy, B-24 Best Web - www.b24bestweb.com
% Graphic Image: Flight Wings and Lieutenant Insignia - Courtesy, Mr. George A. Petersen, NCHS Inc., Springfield, VA, www.nchsinc.com
% Graphic Image: Officer Lapel Brass Insignia - Courtesy, Soldier City, www.soldiercity.com
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Crew Members, (Continued)

D Bombardier

2" Lieutenant, Walter S. Russell Jr.

Serial Number: 0739118

Born: Unconfirmed, May 8, 1920

Died: Unconfirmed, March 20, 2004

Buried: Unconfirmed, Riverside National Cemetery, Riverside, CA, Section BA, Row C, Site 167
as Lieutenant Colonel, Walter Stanley Russell, U.S. Air Force, with Service in World War 11,
Korea and Viet-Nam.

Al

Armorer / Nose Gunner

The Nose Gunner position aboard the B-24 Liberator Bomber, was typically, but not always manned
by the Flight Engineer who would also have manned the Top Turret Gunner position, alternately. It
appears that no one person was specifically assigned to the Nose Gunner position on “Dana” aircraft.

Flight Engineer / Top Turret Gunner*

Technical Sergeant, Vincent Brimley, (may have been spelled “Brindy”)
Serial Number: 35564238

Born: 1915, Indiana

Hometown: West Terre Haute, (Vigo County), Indiana

Enlisted: 10/21/42, Indianapolis, Indiana

Civilian Occupation: Wire Chief, Telephone and Telegraph

Marital Status: Single with Dependents

Killed In Action: April 1, 1944, B-24 Liberator Crash at Long Stratton, UK

% Graphic Image: B-24 Liberator, Bomber - Courtesy, B-24 Best Web - www.b24bestweb.com

* Graphic Image: Flight Wings, Lieutenant Insignia and Technical Sergeant Insignia, Shoulder Patch - Courtesy, Mr. George A. Petersen, NCHS Inc.,
Springfield, VA, www.nchsinc.

* Graphic Image: B-24 Liberator, Bomber, Tail Marking, 445" Bombardment Group — Courtesy armyairforces.com
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Crew Members, (Continued)

A
< Air Crew / Radio Operator*

Technical Sergeant, T Jasper T. Smith

Serial Number: 38037255

Born: 1917, Texas

Hometown: Greenville, (Hunt County), Texas

Enlisted: 01/29/41, Dallas, Texas

Civilian Occupation: Bandsman — Oboe or Automobile Parts Clerk
Marital Status: Single without Dependents

Killed In Action: April 1, 1944, B-24 Liberator Crash at Long Stratton, UK.

o
Armorer / Left Waist Gunner*

Staff Sergeant, Alfred H. Luhmann
Serial Number: 32466039
Born: April 8, 1920, New Jersey
Hometown: New Milford, (Bergen County), New Jersey
Medals Officially Documented: Purple Heart, WWII Victory Medal and
WWII Honorable Service Lapel Button, (“Ruptured Duck”)
Medals Unofficially Documented.: Air Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster
Training: Trained as an Aerial Engineer, (MOS #748) but served as Left Waist Gunner
Enlisted: 09/01/42, Newark, New Jersey
Civilian Occupation.: Engineering Aide
Marital Status: Single with Dependents
Killed In Action: April 1, 1944,B-24Liberator Crash at Long Stratton, UK
Buried: Long Island National Cemetery, Farmingdale, NY, Section H, Site 9711

2
Armorer / Right Waist Gunner

Staff Sergeant, Ralph E. Bradshaw

Serial Number: 36058821

Born: 1913, lllinois

Enlisted: 06/08/42, East St. Louis, lllinois
Marital Status: Married

Civilian Occupation.: Locomotive Fireman

=y

=y

% Graphic Image: B-24 Liberator, Bomber - Courtesy, B-24 Best Web - www.b24bestweb.com

% Graphic Image: Flight Wings, Technical Sergeant Insignia, Shoulder Patch - Courtesy, Mr. George A. Petersen, NCHS Inc., Springfield, VA, www.nchsinc.
% Graphic Image: Staff Sergeant Insignia, Shoulder Patch -- Courtesy, * Grunt” www.gruntsmilitary.com

% Graphic Image: Enlisted Lapel Brass Insignia - Courtesy, Soldier City, www.soldiercity.com
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445th BG

Crew Members, (Continued)

AN

b | ol O Armorer / Ball Turret Gunner

Staff Sergeant, Edward R. Ringle

Serial Number 18056657

Born: May 17, 1924, California.

Hometown: Reagan County, Texas

Enlisted or Re-Enlisted: 12/11/45, San Antonio, Texas, as Staff Sergeant
Marital Status: Single without Dependents

Civilian Occupation: Automobile Serviceman

Died: September 18, 1976
Buried: Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery, Section Al, Section 635. Served in U.S. Army Air Force

in World War II and U.S. Air Force in Korea

N

=l
TS A Armorer/ Tail Gunner

Staff Sergeant, Robert F. Diffenbacher

Serial Number: 33409768

Born: October 23, 1923, Kane, Mckean, Pennsylvania
Enlisted: 01/15/43, Erie, Pennsylvania

Marital Status: Single without Dependents.

Died: April 19, 1991

* Graphic Image: B-24 Liberator, Bomber - Courtesy, B-24 Best Web - www.b24bestweb.com

% Graphic Image: Flight Wings - Courtesy, Mr. George A. Petersen, NCHS Inc., Springfield, VA, www.nchsinc.
% Graphic Image: Staff Sergeant Insignia, Shoulder Patch - Courtesy, “ Grunt” WWW .gruntsmilitary.com

* Graphic Image: Tail and Wing Insignia 445" Bombardment Group — Unofficial Rendering By Author
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Aircraft Diagram, “The Dana Crew”

TARL GUHHER
Si=of Ditenrback er

RAMWAST GUNHER
S5t Bradshasy

Lt. DANA's CREW

ILWAIST GUHHE R
S/50t &, Louman
(Speling most probably
Lufwmsann’

BALL GUNNER
St Rinde

T/Sat Smith

RADID OPERATOR

TOF GUHHER
S5t Brindy

CRASH-LANDED IM EMGLAND KILLING S1% OF THE BOYS:-

PILOT: Co-PILOT, NAVIGATOR,; TOP GUNMNER; RADIO OPERATOR; LEFT WAIRT GUNMMNER.

Co-PILOT
Lt. Ewverhart

HAVIGATOR
Lt. Steen

THEY WERE ON A RAID TO MANHEIM, GERMANY, LOST THE Ma.2 ENGINE OWER THE TARGET
LOST THE Mo.3 LEAVING THE COAST OF FRAMCE. LOST THE Mo.4 OVER THE AIRFIELD.

CRASHED MEAR THE AIRFIELD.

Additional Notes — 10/03/05

B OMB ARDIER
Lt. Russsll

1. The Top Turret Gunner’s surname is “Brimley”, (Technical Sergeant, Vincent Brimley) who
would have served as the Flight Engineer and Top Turret Gunner or Nose Gunner.

NN

The Co-Pilot’s surname is “Eberhardt”, (2' “ Lieutenant, Edward Eberhardt Jr. ).

The Tail Gunner’s surname is “Diffenbacher”, (Staff Sergeant, Robert F. Diffenbacher).

The Left Waist Gunner’s surname is “Luhmann”, (Staff Sergeant, Alfred H. Luhmann).

Official Army Air Corps documentation confirms that the aircraft and crew were on a mission to

Ludwigshafen, Germany, (445 " Bombardment Group, Mission #287), on the morning of Saturday,
April 1, 1944 and that the crash occurred that day. If they had crashed returning from the mission,
it would have occurred later that day, most likely in the afternoon as reported in an eye witness

account of a Long Stratton resident.

* Graphic Image: B-24 Liberator, Bomber - Courtesy, B-24 Best Web - www.b24bestweb.com

% Graphic Image: “The Dana Crew” - Courtesy, Mr. Paul Wilkinson, (RAF, Retired), Forncett, St. Peter, UK
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The Dana Crew'’s aircraft was a Consolidated B-24, Type H, Liberator, Bomber. It is likely that the
plane’s serial number was #42-9463, as noted in the photo on the following page. This serial number
however cannot be confirmed in any other documentation other than what has been noted in that
actual photograph of the crashed aircraft. Its nose art nickname, if any, remains unknown.

The B-24, Liberator Bomber

Various sources have reported a variety of serial numbers for the Dana Crew’s aircraft but additional
research has proved the serial numbers incorrect for the reasons stated below.

2" Air Division Memorial Library at Norwich archive records reports a B-24 aircraft with a serial
number # 42-110046. This serial number however, belonged to an aircraft of the 703 Squadron of
the 445™ Bombardment Group.

445™ Bombardment Group Museum at Tibenham archive records report a B-24-H aircraft with a
serial number #42-9463. This serial number however does not appear within any series listing for any
of the all B-24 Type H aircraft that was manufactured. This number was assigned to a P-39, Airacobra,
Fighter. The photo on the following page however, would seem to disprove this fact.

446™ Bombardment Group, Norfolk and Suffolk Aviation Museum at Flixton archive records report a
B-24-H aircraft, serial number 41-29483 and no nose art nickname. The aircraft was said to have
originally flown in the 48 7" Bombardment Group, 839" Squadron under the name “GI Wife”. This
serial number later belonged to a 445" " Bombardment Group aircraft of the 701" Squadron, which
crashed on June 21, 1944 and not the 702"dSquadron aircraft, which crashed on April 1, 1944.

X Graphic Image: U.S. Army Air Corps, Aircraft, Star Insignia - Public Domain
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Crash Site

Y23 2N2- YU SYBZYY Y E-F555)

Photo: Courtesy, Mr. Paul Thrower, Curator, 93" Bomb Group Museum

The aircraft identified above, serial # 42-9463, a B-24 H Liberator, bears the Circle “F” tail
Marking of the 445" Bombardment Group from Tibenham Air Base. In the photo however, there

are no other visible distinguishing features, which could identify it as the “Dana Crew” aircraft

of the 702" Squadron of which Staff Sergeant Alfred H. Luhmann was a member and which crashed
in Long Stratton, on April 1, 1944.

It may be likely however that this may be the “Dana Crew’s” aircraft even though the serial number
captioned above cannot be positively confirmed. In the mid-left-hand side of the photo there appears to
be a remnant of a tree which would confirm the story about a collision with a tree or trees, causing the
crash. The date in the photo “2-4-44” would also be appropriate, since they crashed on April 1*. It
would also seem likely that someone from the base at Tibenham would have been there the next day to
inspect the site and document the wreckage. A person can be seen inspecting the wreckage in the middle
of the photo, under the right tail section.

According to U.S. Air Force sources, no Accident Report was filed which might have been done if they
had crashed after take-off. No Missing Aircrew Report was filed since they crashed nearby and their
whereabouts were probably known. The Army Air Corps and local authority conducted no investigation
since there may not have been any damage to property. Perhaps is likely that they may simply have been
reported as a combat loss in their unit logs without any additional details which would seem to confirm
that very little information can be found through official channels.

* Graphic Image: Officers Lapel U.S. Insignia - Courtesy, Soldier City, www.soldiercity.com
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Flight Path and Crash Site

Saturday, April 1, 1944 Long Stratton & St. Michael’s

Crash site

Cork

Cambornen

. Leeuwar'deJn.

1 “gﬂliﬂﬁ_lé_éi:;rough I
; e
]

Europe

United Kingdom England Norfolk

=
Reported ﬂ%ght route

1

* Aerial Photo and Graphic Map Crash Site Location - Courtesy, Mr. David Addy, Long Stratton, UK
* Graphic Image: 2" Air Division Insignia, Shoulder Patch - Unofficial Rendering By Author
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Flight Path and Crash Site — (Continued)

Saturday, April 1, 1944 Long Stratton & St. Michael’s
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World War Il

Burial and Return Home

The bodies of all the crewmembers killed in the crash were recovered and buried at the Cambridge
American Military Cemetery, in England on April 4, 1944. Alfred was buried in Plot D, Row 3,

Grave 9, between another crewmember, Technical Sergeant, Jasger T. Smith of the 445" Bombardment
Group and Technical Sergeant, Donald N. Jugenberg of the 447" Bombardment Group. The crew
members, buried at Cambridge American Military Cemetery were eventually returned to the United
States for re-interment. The only exception appears to be that of 2nd Lt. Edward Eberhardt Jr., awarded
the Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, who still rests at Cambridge American Military Cemetery, in

Plot C, Row 3, Grave 65.

After being notified of his death, Alfred’s mother, Carole Louise Luhmann, who was named as next of
kin had corresponded with the Army regarding the disposition and return of Alfred’s personal effects. In
one letter she remarked that Alfred had been her and her younger son Godfrey’s sole support and that
her husband, Henry had left the family sixteen years earlier, his whereabouts being unknown at that
time. A number of items and money were returned, but Alfred’s Flight Wings and ribbons were not
among his effects. In another letter, one month later, his mother inquired about their return, only to be
told that these items could not be located among his personal effects. It is doubtful if these items were
returned to his mother and the last correspondence in this regard, was dated October 31, 1944.

The Army later had located his father, Henry Conrad Luhmann at 300 Success Avenue, Bridgeport,
Connecticut and contacted him in January 1946 regarding the disposition and arrangements for

the return of Alfred’s remains the United States for re-interment. During subsequent communication
between the Army and Alfred’s father, right up until Alfred’s re-interment, there had been no mention
of Alfred’s mother or her participation in any manner. It seems strange that no mention had been made
of her since she had originally been named as Beneficiary and Executrix in Alfred’s will, made while he
was stationed at Gowen Field, Idaho. She was also the person contacted by the Army immediately after
his death and regarding the disposition of his effects. Alfred appointed his father as Beneficiary and
Executor only if his mother predeceased him but no information had been found to indicate that this
was the case or to explain this seemingly unusual situation.

Alfred was returned to the United States on June 18, 1948 and re-interred on July 23, 1948 in

The National Cemetery at Farmingdale, Long Island, New York, Section H, Grave 9711, with a
Protestant Religious Service and a Latin, Cross Marker.

% Graphic Image: Crosses - Public Domain
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Thoughts

Although the Army was able to locate and return Alfred’s money and personal articles to his mother,
after his death, they were unable to locate his Flight Wings and ribbons and return them, as she had
requested.

1t seems unusual that Alfred’s Flight Wings and ribbons, could not be located among his personal
effects in his quarters at the garrison. According to Army regulations, these items are part of the
uniform and are to be kept, maintained and worn appropriately with the uniforms, issued to each
service man. In the event these items are lost or damaged, they must be replaced. If the Army could
not locate them and presumed them lost, these items probably could have been replaced at the request
of his unit commander and sent to his mother for a remembrance. It would have been a fitting act of
kindness, and would have at least provided some small comfort to his mother for her loss. Perhaps then
as it is now, it simply did not occur to those in charge to send a replacement set. There is no further
information to show that anything was done with regard to these items, whether they were located and
returned later, any replacements sent or nothing done at all. The question still remains.

Also unusual is the existence of several accounts of the crash, and a variety of aircraft identification
numbers. It is hoped that this report has provided credible and accurate account of what happened
that day, in 1944.

As I have understood the information I have been able to piece together, I personally think this was
their story, a brave crew desperately trying to keep their badly damaged aircraft aloft long enough to

reach home base. It was most unfortunate that luck wasn’t with them that day and this story had to
end so tragically.

% Graphic Images: Purple Heart Medal - Courtesy, Mr. George A. Petersen, NCHS Inc., Springfield, VA - www.nchsinc.com
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Closing

To this end, I have spent my time and fulfilled my promise to Staff Sergeant Alfred H. Luhmann. [
learned something about his brief life of only twenty-four years, which ended so sadly for him and his
family. It is most fortunate that Alfred’s half brother, Conrad Luhmann has been located through the
services of the 2™ Air Division Memorial Library, Norwich, UK and that I have had the pleasure of
contacting him, and sharing this information with him.

I hope that Alfred or “Bob” as he was also known, will be remembered as long as his name appears
among all the other veterans on the Soldiers War Memorial in front of Borough Hall, on the street
named after him, “Luhmann Drive” in New Milford, New Jersey and for as long as we all shall live.

Alfred also wanted to live and enjoy life like the rest of us but he was not to realize this simple dream.
He gave all he had and we must remember him and those like him who gave up everything.

Rest In Peace, Alfred.

Thanks and God Bless.

% Graphic Image: Eagle Crying - Courtesy, Flagpole Banners and Images - www.theflagpole.com
% Graphic Image: Rose — Public Domain
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Staff Sergeant Alfred H. Lulunann

FPhoto: Courtesy, "New Mford i Wotld War IT " Bp Tevesa M Marin, Mep 38 19475 New Nbiford Public Library, New Mbford, NJT
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OFFICIAL MEDALS, CITATIONS, BADGES AND RANK INSIGNIA
SSGT ALFRED H. LUHMANN

-';‘j(m,:: I P S g
Air Medal Army American European/African’

WiBronze Oak  ¢o0d Conduct Campaign Middle Eastern

Loaf Chester: Sl Medal  Campaign Medal
gl [
lll ll' T Tl
Ribhons

II H Pﬂl‘.:?f S
Victory Medal Lapel Brten 31118

Aericl Gunner

NON OFFICIAL COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS

_ [

Army

Commemorative  Commemonive

O aphic brnapes: Courtesy, Mitrary Waves, George A Patersen NCHS, ke, Ungted Sates Ly Fsignia and Grsg Websites
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Page 1 of 1

Presidential Citation

GEMERAL ORDERS ) WAR DEPARTMENT
WNO. 42 | Washington 23, D.C, 24 May 1343

BATTLE HOMNORS—Cittion ofl unies - - - . . . . - Serios 1X

6. As authorized by Executive Order 9394 (sec. [ WD Bul 22, 1941}, super-
soding Ezecutive Order 9073 (sec. [, WD Bul. 11, 1942), ctation of the followin,
unil in General Grders (39, Headquarters 2d Air Division, 11 April 1943, as approv
by the Commandng General, European Thater of Opertions, is coalirmed u the
quﬂsium of section IV, WD Ciccular 333, 1943, in the name of the Presidens of the
nited States as public evidence of deserved hobor and distinction. The citation reads

as foliows:

i 'nlc;-if’:.:?ﬂauhdmlm Groap (HJ, 24 Ai:')fj"l-‘l?. is cited for outstanding
periormance in sction aguinst the ecncmy. 4 1544 thiz group
pur.i:ipuad. with other bembardment groups of the zdmrdmt Divisign,
in an aack on the Gothaer Waggoafabrik, A.G. loated at Gotha, Germany. On this
occasion the attscking bombers met and overcame the fercest and most determined pe-
sistance ihe enemy was able ko muster in defonse of this zget, so vieal o his ability to
wage war. Unprotected by fricadly Gghter cover the 44345 Bowmbardarens Growp [(H )
was under almost continuous sttack from aircraft for 3 period of 2 hours and 20
minutes. Although antiaireraft fire was hurled ir the formation the note to and
from the farget a5 well 12 st the target detf, the most dendly opposition was given by
encrny sircraft. For 1 boor and 20 minutes before “bombs swsy ™ mvage attacks were
made by single and twin-engined enemy Gghters in 2 vzin attempt to keep the bombers
from reaching their mﬁuﬂn!&ml bombing ron, that critical period of esch
bombardment mission, and reientless attacks were unable to keep the bombers
fmm:mmxluhmﬂ!thﬁrulh For another hour after boenbing, the groop coatinued
to be the object af ferocious fighter sttacks. OF this p's 23 aircraft which pene.
trated %lliummr;'mﬁ&f mmmﬂﬂ'ﬂ;ﬂh:

rox twice wffered e participating in th
mﬁ !nl;ddil:im. ¢ of the :nﬂi‘vin;“i.rz mircralt mﬂg:m the mistion with
bantde mp. With heroic determination the 44316 Bosrbardmient Growp (H} hﬂ:
its s course, destroying 21 enemy wtackers, probably dewvoying 2 more, »
dumagiog 7 during the long running batthe The target was locared bambed with
catreme scourscy and devastaring remls.  This target, the most imporast sourcs of
ME. 110's, was so well hit that encmy air force suffered a most telling blow, The
coursge, xeal, and perseverance shown by the crow menbers of the 44300 bardmant
Growp {H), 2nd Amr Division. on this occasion mimdmwﬂlthrhm
traditions of the military service of the United States wnd reflect great credit on
scives and the group, and the Amy Air Forces. '

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR:

OFFICIAL:

] A ULIO
Major General

Grapfie Frape: Fresidertial Urat Citafion Docwnent, Dated 2d Moy, T985 - Castesy of Website Listed Below:
hitp:/ S www.dj1953 com,/ 1944/ cltation jpg

Craplide Frapes: Presidential Undt Citafion - Cowrtesy, Crapr Website
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Ray Pwtel's “‘several years of research
and search™ Mnally culminated in the 445th
BG being formally presented the French
Croix de Guerre avee Palme by Lt. Col.
Foron, the French Air Auache to Brtain,
We owe Ray Pytel a grean big thank you for
all the work he put into this task — atta boy
Ray.

Did you know that only three bomber
groups weré awarded the Croix de Guerre?
The 492nd Carpetbaggers, the 10kth BG
(B-17s) and the 445th — s0 you see it s
qm':e a unigue honor.

Photo & Clpaion G

The French Croix de Guerre w/Palm was formally presented to the 44530 Bombardment Group, on
July 30¢h, 1000 af the 22 &ir Division Association annual convention, held at the Norwich Sports
Falace in Normwich, U Lafi to right: Lieute nant Colonel Bernard Foran of the French Air Farce,
Assisiant Ar Attacke to Britain, presents the award to Mr. Ray Pyiel, Bditor of “The Journal 7 and
Mr. Charles Waller, Vice President of the 445th Bomb Group on behalf of the 445th Bombardment
(roup. The 445th Bombardment Group had been deactivated befors the citation could have bean
afficially awarded, on September 17, 1046,

ASSOCTATTION NATIONALE DES CHOIX DE GUERRE, DES T.O.E,
ET DE LA VALEUR MILITAIRE

AATAR aid IHWALUERY, FARIE

.

PLUAME - DE Licd v s

HLSE

CITATUIN o ioess an vassmn sasinsns

:m CFT AWIREE (S8 Fis mmies UL | TEY 51 STERAOE FT S TERASITE.
BT IR BEILLAMMENT LM (a8 (FRRLTIR LESimamad g
Tt 4 eim Lma T o

kLR "

LAZ ANIORE GAMESTA BB = . FAE EEW A

AFLARRABOE ET M# CLOLLESF FRAdsiL 5EWIDTY FLLE DOSTRIMLL LABCERERT & La LiRSRSPiOS
o TEFEITOLER FRABCAIA,

Al o [ e
FLB[E LA AT EEFTTREEE L aid
R @fasiny

D T ErP—

T v b - s, 2 s I e beitei 3 r—

FRENCH {ROIX DE SULREE WITH PALM, swarded Beclaloa e
!-'-!.il'l' Sepcaruer 1548, by the Froradosk of teg h"lpi-pﬁq{:q-mmm 8
tam Frorab Rapublis, sk the following ctation:

i lgﬂl"l-did TR, imiFated by the Samd maink af caoraos and reEssils. Ik e
Hopaished Dweld bellinaly in wir oreranema cser acsapind 1..,_1i|_|.";i“ wrd
damrany fram L Seernbs 1022 10 § Froreary 3745, 1 mude 525 combal o
wars and dropped cvar 11335 tens of b oo oinal Caeman canten, be ppice
2f a2zrp eracay renkiz e, whh ESLIL T ElR agzanak LAZ sramiy planes
sbod gawn ar cameged. Br e ocerfoes, i urelea deeclan end it el
lerd mrew wegek, 1L zzie 3 press ecTyanos e A Dheratien of French orris
LaFE, b

Bnare Cvods de Chaerre Divionn & Cgion - Courtesy, I, Fep Pwel, BEditor. " The Jowenal”
Bnare Crous de Ceyre wiFRam Medal oad Uhat Citation Ribbon - Couptesy, Unnted Sates Awp bisignia website www 2 powereomnet
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Rausenberger / Luhmann Family Home Site
222 Grand Street, New Milford, N.J., Circa 1930

Alfred H. Lithrmiann’s residence at 222 Grand Street, which was owned by his grandmother,
Fva Rausenberger, of the ime of the 1930 Federal Census, no lpnger stands foday. Alfred

lived there with his mother, Carole Luhmann and a brother, Godfrey Lulimann along with
twe uncles, Hareld and Charles Rausenberger, the sons af FEva.

Today, the mast likely area where the home site may have been located is an open, griss
cavered loi ai the rear loi of St Matthew's Evangelical Lutheran Churclhiwhich fronts 225

Center Strect, in New Milfornd It is not krnown when the hame wes demolished ar the church
wes built.
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Hackensack High School,
Hackensack, N.J

Graduating Class of 1938

Hight School Year Book Photo and Caption

ALFRED H. LUHMANN

Al s on onthusiastic collector of piclures of dogs and horues
.+ . basoboll ond basketball . . . especiolly college ond pro-
fessional gomes . . . enjoys the radio, movies o o good book
. - . grim determination . . . dondy duaposition . . . intondy
to find work in Ihe big cily . . . more power to him . . .

Fhato & Cgpriory Conrtesy, Fackersack Figh Schodl, Hackersack, NF - Graduating Class of 1938 Yearbook
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EXCERPT “NEW MILFORD IN WORLD WAR IT”
BY TERESA M. MARTIN, MAY 30, 1947
NEW MILFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY,

NEW MILFORD, N.J.

To the memory of the New Milford men
vho gave their lives during World War II,
and to express appreciation to the many

who served gallantly during the conflict,
I wish to dedicate this booklet.

Dear Frlandas,

Taring World War II, this littla town ﬂ
genaroualy to our l"nuntry a Call.

Five hundred slxty-thres men and voman
military sarvlios. Two hundrad tventy-thres ﬂ‘.
af the town's Defanse Council, glving many hours
prafdtioing aafaly Iin cass of any alfergancy . Tha | ﬂ x
nupplied many mrticles of cleothing for the Army, !nrﬂﬂ.w
made thousands of surgical dressings for hospital work, The War
vere alvaya over.subscribed, the salvege materisls vere collected rey
and e¥ery ons In town aoo Bptﬂd Fationing problams willingly to |

var,

Through many yoars of teaching in New Milford's schoola, I hﬂﬂl
SEFPOrtunity to know moat of the town fellowe whe want into sorvioe, and so

¥e kept = Junlor High School Honor Roll, listing the names of sll l!rﬂh" -
BELEE In the militery Forces, ‘E

2
e
X

Carrying out tha ldes of the Servicemen's Leagus of Hew Milford we

E':'L'I%“““'i 8 mlfsographad pevapaper once & month and sent peve from our boym
1 all purta o' the weorld to all on our melling list - three hundrad sSghty-

Tivae at rpe time .

I haye
ll‘.‘_f'n.r'e-ﬂ LEan

B big Thigk, T
Srrarn mpd
IntEranteg

Leled to compile the records of our Servicemen and wvomsn from
Furniahed by them and their familles, and although it has Besn
fmva enjoyed dolpng 1t., 1 realizs that thars ars probably soms
mnigalona but | offsr my basl effort and hope that you will be a8
In Lhs sxperlancea of ocur Hev Milford msen and vomen as I bhave beam.
1wy
WEY Lo o
Lo i ey

an to siprens, my appreciation Lo all vho so willingly halped In anRy
Y“Ghlote Lhin preject and 1 extend the heartfelt gratituds of our
Fle L0 all thome who narved durihg World War IT.

finoerely,
79 ZPjwnitors

TERESA M. MARTIN

El..f e L

Grophie Bragpes: Couptesy, " Mew Milfed in World War T, By Tovesa M. Margn May 50 J047
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EXCERPT “NEW MILFORD IN WORLD WAR IT”
BY TERESA M. MARTIN, MAY 30, 1947
NEW MILFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY,
NEW MILFORD, N.J.

ALYRED H. LURMA H_H

Staff Sergeant, Alfred H. Luhmenn, age twenty-thresa, was killed
in actisn April 1, 1944, while returning tz hia tsee In England after

8 successaful mlaslon over Germarny. Two engineo were shot out and the
plare creshed into a tree ns the crew tried to get back to their home

tase.

Alfred entered the Army Alr Force !n Ceptember 1942, and gradu-

gted at Ammrilio,Texme,with special horora as an aserial engineer. In
November 1945, he wen aent cversemas and aenlgred to the 702nd Bomb

§quadron, LL5th Bombt Oroup, besed in England.

He served sa an serlal engineer and top gunner and was awerded
he Alr Medal witnh (ne= Omk Leaf :lueter for meritoriocus achlevement
vhile participating in ten bomber -~ombat misalcna over Furope.
Foagto bt Crepiiie Ioages: Courtesy ™ Wew Milford in World W T ¥, By Tevesa M. Maortin Mgy 30 J9d7
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UNIT SHOULDER SLEETVE INSIGNIA

* Unafficial Rendering

U.S.ARMY AIR FORCE 2P COMBAT BOMBARDMENT WING
* Unafficial Rendering

A4t
Haonrlarrliteent Ciroup
o Uit Partcie FOORLT

Linertr Pokete Apgrroeed
Sepe, T I05S
Moo " The Bivon Iing™

STH [1.S. ARMY AIR FORCE 445TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP

* Lhofficial Rendering

2ND IR DIVISION 70282 SQUADRON
Craphic Brages: Credits, Fage 41
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ORGANIZATION

U.S. ARMY AIR FORCE

TH {53RD
389 BGMEARDMWT44STHEGMEARDMENT 453 BOMBARDMENT

445 Bowbardnent Group
No Patch WIWIT

Uit Patch Approved Sepr. 7, 1955 {7

TOOTH SOITADRON

e

Ist Lt PRi C. Dana

GROUP HEAVY

GROUP (HEAVY) LROLE (IREAF3

AIRCRAFTID - CIRCLE - F
TIBENHAM, ENGLAND
NOV, 1943 — MAY 1945

o
| 1

" Dichinguished”  Frenmch Crax de Guerve
or "Freademial” wiBronze Fahn
Lhair Ciraiom Dee. TM3 A Feh IHE
Gatha, Germay
Feb 24 M4

95T SQUADRON 76370 SQUADRON
i 76270 SQUADRON 3
W AIRCRAFT ID - WV m
CALLSIGN - MAREUM
\

Pilot g 8ot Alfred H. Lalmann ArmorerL eft Walst Gunner ==

2nd Lt Edward Fberkardt Fr. Co-Pilot g S8gh Rolphk E. Bradshaw Armorer/Right Watst Gununer =90

nd Lt Robert . Steen

Mavigator s 8ot Edword R Ringle Armorer/Ball Turret Gunner ==

nd Lt Waller 8. Ruscell Jr. Bombardier 0 SS5gt. Robert F. Diffenbacker ArmoverTail Guuner =g

Tlgt. Jasper T. Sneith
No Nose Gunner On Board

Radio Operalor “5ad™ TSgt Vincent Brimley  Flight EngineerTop Turret Guuner =iy
Crapfie Ienges: Credits, Page 41
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445"H BOMBARDMENT GROUP PHOTOS

“Dingy”
A Mascot Of The
44 5% Bomibardment Group

Fhoto: Courtesy of 2nd Air Dhenion Memerial Libvary, Novwich, UK

A 445375 Bombardment Group Crew - “Tlie Neal Crew”
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B-24, LIBERATORS IN ACTION
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Addendum

Information has surfaced regarding the “Phil Dana Crew” in which Staff Sergeant Alfred H. Luhmann
was a member, which confirms many details described in my report with regard to the aircraft, crew
and the events of April 1, 1944. Details of the “original crew” are also reported herein.

I want to thank Mr. Michael S. Simpson, Mr. Henry M. “Hank” Lively, Mr. William “Bill” Trudell and
Mr. Paul Wilkinson, who are also recognized in the “Acknowledgements” section for their contributions.

The information Mr. Simpson has reported is documented in the original crew load list for the 46 ¢
mission of the 445" Bombardment Group, for the April 1, 1944, mission to Ludwigshafen, Germany.
Additional details, also worth mentioning, have been provided and are listed below. Some however,
differ slightly from what has been included in my report and are addressed subsequently.

The serial number of their aircraft on April 1, 1944 was 41-29463. It had no nose-art name and was a
B-24H-15CF, (H = Model H, 15 = Block Modification 15, CF = Mfgr. - Consolidated, Ft. Worth,
Texas). Staff Sergeant Merle J. Mentel, Serial Number 16159476, was on board that day, (April 1, 1944)
and was listed as the Assistant Engineer, replacing Staff Sergeant Virgil C. Lewis, Serial Number
18200300, the regular crew member. There was however, no reason for the change in personnel and
Staff Sergeant Mentel’s, officially assigned position was not known. Unfortunately, Staff Sergeant
Mentel was also among those killed in the crash. The ball turret might have been removed to reduce
weight and Staff Sergeant Ringle was the Tail Gunner with Staff Sergeant Diffenbacher, as one of the
Waist Gunners, whether on the left or right side, it is not known.

In my report, Staff Sergeant Ringle was the Ball Turret Gunner, there being no information to suggest
that the ball turret might have been removed. Staff Sergeant Diffenbacher was the Tail Gunner with
Staff Sergeant H. Luhmann, the Left Waist Gunner and Staff Sergeant Ralph E. Bradshaw, another of
the original crew who survived, the Right Waist Gunner. The names and positions reported for the
“Phil Dana Crew” also correspond closely with a sketch prepared by Mr. William “Bill” Trudell, now
deceased, a member of the “John Steinbacher Crew”, of the 702" d Squadron, who sketched the
squadron’s aircraft and crews, which were lost. A copy of this sketch has reached me via Mr. Henry M
“Hank” Lively, a member of the “Henry Bussing Crew”, also of the 702" Squadron and from Mr. Paul
Wilkinson, RAF Retired, a researcher who located the sketch at the Norwich Records Office, UK. After
having seen both sketches, I would think that Bill Trudell’s sketch or a copy of it had also been archived
in Norwich, since the two sketches appear to be very similar, if not identical. If the ball turret had been
removed, no doubt Staff Sergeant Ringle would have had to man a different gun position, quite possibly
the tail gun. Bill Trudell’s sketch however, has him listed as the Ball Turret Gunner, because this may
have possibly been his officially assigned position.

Regarding the aircraft number “41-29463”, my report identified a B-24H, # 42-9463 as captioned in a
photo thought to be the “Phil Dana Crew” aircraft of April 1, 1944. The number “1” could have been
omitted and the number “2” transposed in its place, followed by the trailing numbers “9463”, which
would have produced the “42-9463” number, which was the one recorded in the caption of the photo.

Addendum
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March 4, 2006

Addendum

Excerpted from 445™ Bomb Group - Unit Movement List, dated October 6, 1943, Sioux City, lowa and
declassified 01/24/80, is a listing of the original crew members who made up the “Phil Dana Crew” on
April 1, 1944, the day of the crash. The “Phil Dana Crew” was made up of original crew members from
other crews as noted below. Some were in the same crew and others were in different crews, when they
left Sioux City, lowa. It is not known however, when the “Phil Dana Crew” was formed and crew
members assigned to it but it would have been after their arrival at Tibenham, at the earliest. Staff
Sergeant Mentel’s name was not recorded on the list and it appears that he was the only crew member

on the April 1, 1944 flight who was not a member of any one of the original crews from Sioux City, lowa
in October of 1943.

Group #5 - Plane #3 - Serial Number 41-29122, (No Nose-Art Name)
Crew #45, the “Max Davis Crew”
2" Lt. Edward (NMI) Eberhardt, Serial Number 0806822, AC - Co-Pilot on April 1. 1944*
2" Lt. Robert W. Steen, Serial Number, 0805357, AC - Navigator on April 1, 1944*
T/Sgt. Vincent (NMI) Brimley, Serial Number, 35564238 - Flight Engineer on April 1, 1944
T/Sgt. Jasper T. Smith, Serial Number, 38037255 - Radio Operator on April 1, 1944*
S8/Sgt. Ralph E. Bradshaw, Serial Number, 36058821 - Right Waist Gunner on April 1, 1944
Sgt. Alfred H. Luhmann, Serial Number, 32466039 - S/Sgt. and Left Waist Gunner on April 1, 1944*
Sgt. Robert F. Diffenbacher — Serial Number 33409768 - S/Sgt. and Tail Gunner on April 1, 1944

Group #5 - Plane #4 - Serial Number 42-7513, (“Pistol Packin Momma”)
Crew #55, the “Jean Sefton Crew”
2" It, Philip C. Dana, Serial Number, 0687556, AC - 1° Lt. and Pilot on April 1, 1944*

Group #5 - Plane #10 - Serial Number 42-7566, (“Little Bill”)
Crew #54, the “William Shurtz Crew”

2" Lt. Walter S. Russell Jr., Serial Number, 0739118, AC - Bombardier on April 1, 1944
8/Sgt. Edward R. Ringle, Serial Number, 18056657 - Ball Turret Gunner on April 1, 1944

Group #6 - Plane #3 - Serial Number 42-7597, (“Bubbling Lady”)
Crew #58, the “Thomas Gray Crew”

Sgt. Virgil C. Lewis, Serial Number 18200300 - S/Sgt. and not onboard on April 1, 1944
Replaced by
Staff Sergeant Merle J. Mentel, Serial Number 16159476 - Assistant Engineer on April 1, 1944 % **

Notes:
Bold = Original crew member.
* = Killed in crash, April 1, 1944, Long Stratton, UK. (7 of 11 crew members).
** = Staff Sergeant Mentel was not an original member of the crew but was also killed in the crash, April 1, 1944.
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Addendum

Having left almost no stone unturned in my search, I am satisfied with what I have discovered and the
reports I have prepared, bringing this project to its final completion. I am pleased that many of my
questions have now been answered as I hope yours may be, after reading the report and addendum.

As an added item of interest, Captain, James M. Stewart, Serial Number 0433210, AC, better known as
the actor, “Jimmy Stewart” was an original crew member of the 445™ Bombardment Group, 703"
Squadron. His name is listed where noted, in the 445 " Bomb Group - Unit Movement List, dated

October 6, 1943, Sioux City, lowa excerpts of which, I have included at the end of this report to identify
the original “Phil Dana Crew” members as well as Henry M. “Hank” Lively and William “Bill”

Trudell, without whom much of the original crew information could not have been confirmed and
reported herein.

Very Truly Yours,
Joe Becker

Addendum
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par 23, Hq, AAB, Sioux City, Town dd 6 Oct 1943

FLANE =16
CRIZS
2MD LT GEORGE H. LYMBURN, Q737568 A0 2HD LT JORN E. ROBEAES) Q803075 AC
21D LT _JOHM C. SLOAT, 0731438 AC 2HD LT FUANK R. SERPICG, O0O0L152 AC

T/5et Harold Ge floncy, 37154118
St Fronceinsa I'e Cittadino,
Sgt Walter Je-Downey, Jr, 32731718

o
3

12146808

T/Sgt James M. Young, 34129154
Sgt Robert {(nmi) Schniley, 33323314
Pyt Edgnr e Corr, 15375989

PASSENGERS

MAJOR_FAUT, (MVT) SCH_ARTZ. 0771860 A

CAIT LLOYD J. MARTIM, 043383 AC

iL

v PLANE

{Sr_‘rinl A
CRETs
13T LT JOMW H. ALLSH, O-165107 A0
ZND LT ANTHOMWY L. DE3TRO, 0732613
T/Sgt John R. Elder, 38168018
8/8¢t Jesuph Je Pavelka, 13125175
5/5pt ClifFford “i. Spencer, 32466928

5

GROUP

il0a
42=291436)

CAPT UEIL F.. BLACK, 0879819 AC
Mgt Evelobtt . Kerr, 14018862

1 TO2WD BOYB S3

L 41)

2D LT SAMIEL M. ELLICOTT,.D797405 fo
2ND LT UHILFELD Y. BROOKS, OB031:3 AC
:3fi'3gt Romanld M. Firewlez, 33254239
3/8gt Everatt M. Odom, 13165120

e frthur (nml) Baco, 18232034

o

PASSENGERS

~
Loa

ORA54¥T AC
G3BE50

GAPT JIMES SVANS .,
I.[,-"'Sr_;'.; Paul J. Hepson,

FLAI

{Sorial
CHEN

B

2UD LT WILS {Mi'I) KLUKSDAL, 08504895 /¢

Z2ND LT VERMON D. MUSTON, 0GB6196 fC

MDD LT HARSLD J. BLUMENCRANZ OF9518850
Cpl Dooeld [He Cupps, 38455891

HDe 2
32=T526)
{51)
270 LT JAMTS W DO3sSoN, *080681s AC

RALFH G, KELLER, OBOLRZSL1 AC

anp LT

T/5zt Aveorctt B. Jenkins, 13064104 5/8gt Jamus J. Twner, 13131160

8/3pt Arnold . Mikkolsoen, 17110732 Szt Joo L Gursky, 35395828

8pt Bugone (oml).Rion,_ 39544800 St Meleoln Te" Bowlaby, 19186UT1
PASSEITRERS

15T LT MAX .J. HALI'ERIM, OlT7A96G45 A2

Sgt Josoph Fa E. Taollerin, 11035685

“Dana Crew” Members FLANE" MO

On-Board 41444 (Serial # 41—
CRI

2RD LT WX D BAVES, DBO357TS, AC
eMD 1T MARK S. DEAN,/ 0741402 AC

7i%

058RE29
12091348

15T LT ANDRET (MiT) GROVE, A

T/3gt Vincent (nmk)} Brimley, 35564238
8/57t Rolph Fe Bradohaw; SG0SEEZ

TR T tuw TLTFOTL oy st g

L3

TASS
ZND LT AUSSELL D. BRO Mg QBTHIOB NG
M/ Szt Brung R. Dziohal, 32186626
FLAHE
(Serinl #
CRE.

SEFTOY, OG6R548 AC

C. LFARUAS, OBBR20Z AD
E/8gt Linzay A. Patrick, 34136996
3.-"‘3_[',1: Donnld 5. Maoyoer, 12153304

Sgt Donald C, Teadeurf, 39663507

2ND LT JRAY ;
2ND LT cEoR

PASSENGTRE

T/3gt Horold R. Johnson, 352584535
S5/5gt Jos-.ph l:ﬂ-"ﬂi)“.lt;rz:f]‘:, EHET245-47

T/Spt-Talter E, Herrison,
« 3 “Dana Crew”™ Mombers
212 On-Board 4144
{4 h
N0 LT ECDGARD (TMI) EBERHARDT . 0208822
Z¥D LT RORERT T/. STEEM, Q405357 L2
T/8gt Jnspor T. Smith, 38037235
3gt Alfred M. Lubmaad, 32168979
Spt Robert F. Diffentnoher, 335109758

Fapt Vincent My Schnéider, 35300274
Foratnll, 32290354

“‘Dana Crew” Member
O -Board 47144

S3xt Barl L.

HO 4
42=T513)
{58)

7 LT-vHILI

. DANA, DGETLLS

i dpr Fite
iRt Jame:
£t John C.

t Raymond T,

. Hy D6
Prrkor, 13048684
15159815
IEE16358

L4 B

Ca
Minor,
[[nss,

E

2
3

T/Sct Aobert Je& Doummond,
Sglh Harold Es Lenox, El-?._liGE:’El
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e lufiore 21, S0 #3278, Hg, ALD, Sioux Cibty, lown dd 6 Quk 1‘.?_13'3

PLANE WO 10
[(Sartiel @ AZ=-THAG)

2H0 LT SALTET 3. AINSELL JR, 0738116 AC
Ll R Tla DellpoUhl, UDORELY K
=i Crlwiempd [ Amacl TS AinEE1Y

fert Zdword R 18056657

Sfﬁnt Fayna As Toalo, 160
5/9pgt Norval e Anhworth,

March 4, 2006

"Dima Crew”™ Mom bars
(e -Bogrd 4144

CRE (54)
20D LT WILLI:M E. SINMTZ; 0742700 2 2D = D. CUNEINGHAM

O80S260 AC

288060
Ap0OEE19

St Ernast F. Stolnealfor Jr, 192160525 Sgt Hugh S« Douny, 17198475
FaASgiNoERS
Tl5et Berfa J. Ressl, 37408801 5/5et Robert C. Clark, 32078505
5;‘5.-;*. Thomaos [ymi) Absde, 12132236 Pvt Charlas F« Gogoelen, 35307333
coT # 8 PLAEE RO 1 TO2ND POME 52
e a— (srrial # $2-7601) e
CHET (42}
18T LT PRALPH . SCHUECK. OT2ZRTIZ AC END LT JOHN it. DECKER, OT24501 AC
END 1T QFUALES E. FAINTER, 0870646 AC 2D LT JOSAM™ F. GILL, D6T4179 AC
S_{"Gﬂt Arehie Ry Slaman, 30253187 8/8gt Sobnstiano A Capobinneoo
8/8pt Albort J. Urbanik, 13155704 1IZD4418l
545pt Tlburn G Purscl, 37397255 Bt Borold Fe Houlihen, 37430948

;:._-;t .T':.'h_yh i ?131";,, 32437680

FaS3ERGES

1ST LT JLMES M. GSUAHAM, 0300231, AR ‘J:{"J LT ANTMOMY R. CASSAI, QTIRG0D AC
T/t Dldwnrd 3. Baxley, k040502 /5t John Cs Rolisle, 1E130T7H4
TLANE MO 2 Coniribuior - Unit Movement List

{5.-~rk 1 & AR=29117)

(42)
1ST LT -t'_:rnw.r . BUSEINe, O7 26742 .-.c 260 LT LTWI0ON T. TIGHT. 0743150 AD
& LT Jeoh (IRT1) FEINGOLD, ORTEE1G6 A :*’.':-r. Lorey I JO256530
J

8/8gt Goorge J. Drobo, (369343 Gnt llaary M. Live

i3
1y, 15335223

Sgt Qevene L. Herlor, IR}ATEOE "= -
St Benjemin Re Modambe, 3920AGG0 24D LT ALREMT J. MASSEY,

FASTIENGERS
2N LT OFHJAETY Y PINLTY, OART1LG AC 2

Tffiﬁt Korion 5. Christal, 6050208 5/3gt Cornm: Es Bolfillon, 34:Z13CE

TLARS 5O 3
(Geri=1 §# 42-7097)

; SenTIvIn

0Q05157 AC

LE SUARLTS ¥. NOWAKOl, C6550603 A0

“Dana Craw”™ Member
Mot On-Board 41444

096TEA AD

e HE - §:1:3]
20 LT THokAs (NUT) SAY, OTAEL76 AC AN LT BARLIMNG e DA T:S,
ZAD LT WORTON J. SSIFTER, QU3GG55 AD EfD LT PAIL R. BROT NTIL1Z24 fC

8/3et Aranld J. Swanson, 11004914 !
S/%7k Wii1lima My Titus, 18150471
Egt Te Js (i2) Bays, LME1TE0S

Gidney L
Sk Herbers
Ert Virgil c.

Moppa,
BB

Lowin,

EI.lJ'J- g

].J:x_-_h}u")f,

STRE

FRBSENGOAT

273 LT STENFER (M) LYZIM, 0915571 AG .'=,f'.':.-t Elward 0. 0. TH11, FS1B020% A2
FAf3gt Alen Ge .r:u:‘.'., 19004625 T/Axt FdAwin L. Tront, 3720E544

TLiAE 1O 4
(Sorinl #

2D LT JOUNH R. STEINDADHEN, OBOA420 AC z)
1‘—-‘1'}" LT EUGEIE D.-DENIS, 9606415 AC 2
T/5et Burene %, Clever, 33202429 3

MOPBERT. . BENSNI,
E

Erbmagr i

Contributor “Dana Crewn”™
Abrcraft and Crew Sheick

HEIRY E. NESTER, 0800954 AT /

O&E*THES A

3/Sct Jurcy Ps Rinhardson, -35501848

Cpl Herbort Y, Buclnor, 325683264 'fe Fauntley Me Jones, 15
FASZENGERS

M/Spt Robert L. Reaal, 37292085 l.r/"':;,ﬁ. lHapolenn €. Eaking

§/3gt Ralph Western, 19011613 Bpt Clifford F. Copeland,
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Addendum

ALR BASE HEADQUARTERS &30/ K
SPECIAL JRDERS )- Stoux. €ityy Town
: o 6 Oct, 1943,
TUMAER 279 ) EXTRACT
£ ——— Auths €0, ZAF
_ﬂlﬂ"v"ﬂr«ﬁM %ﬁ%&? i = - AL Init}als:_ffc
ol Tte e’ —_——mmm s === Dngo: L0-6-43

23, PAC in Classifiied Ltr, i, 2AF.dd 20 Sopt, 1943% Subject: ™invomen
of Unit: Flight Echelan, 4%5th Bomb Cp(H)}", [ile 37T0.06, Porscnnel of 145th
Bemb Gp, Flight Echalan; 8s Llsted on Inelosurs HA.l, whieh hmroby is made a
mrt of thia a2arder WP by mil ap to arrivm ot AABR, Lineoaln, Nebw, as Tollawa:
19 Crewe ineluding passengers will arcive B Oct, 1543;- 10 crews, inoluding
passeppess will arrive 9 0ct: 11 crows, including passeangers-will eerive 10
Oct; ¥ crews ineluding passengera will arelve 13 0oty 10 crows including
passengare will arrive T4 0eck; 12 crews including passengers will- arrive 15
get; nod upon Arrival at AAB, Lingoln MNeb, the OG, ZBC will rellinquiash eoant=ol
awver erews to the €G 2lst  Bomb Wg. This is a tamp change of ste. Individu
equipment and owvarzcas Alrcralfy only will accompany organization, It Lt i-=
lmpracticable to cbnbtinue the journey by nir, continuation by rmil is mauth-
arired nnd TC will Marn necessAary vRil T, TDN  1-525 PAH2-03 AD425-Z4,

Any remaining persormmel of the Flight Echelom, including combat
crows, nnt covered by thias erder at  this stn, will be dispatched direot teo

FOE with Cround Echelaon I
" cCTOUE B, 792rd pon 53

Plane 1 42-7580 — Crew No &2
15T LT LLOYD ¢, SHARRWRD, 24357005, AC, ZHWD L.T CHARLES . YOLFE, Q6T514T,AC
2D LT JAMES N. WIDDER, 683253, AC 24D LT MOMALD W. DANIEL,0734317, AC
Sf?.rrt John L. Heelk, IF1LLZT75045 !':,—”Fsgt Hoberet M. Buxton, 15335057
2/oet LoRey E. Dunatew, 396L3S535 ﬂf‘:qt renrEe F. Johneson Jr.1111L337
3/2gt Somual(mmi} Parris, 13053950 SEL% Anthony(nmi) Yacobonil, 32663302
) r-_q.iq/ﬁe Acior, Fipany Stewart
2 ¢ A33210,; ¢ ZNP LT ALBERT V. KIRCHINBAUBR,DT4LTAS
T AR [k . AT M85t Donnld AC-Allizon, E2TT040
Plane 2 42-TH55 Craw Ne G4
15T LT NETL R. JO!NNSO®, 0434115, AC 2HD LT UTLLIAM He VANDAGRIFF.OT49360
2D LT AYAAY A7 R. Z8LLXE, CS207TTR, AC 2D LT WILLIALT B, ROBLNEON,0462614 00
5/5rt George{mnl) 0 'Dny, 32301230 a/7%et Charles H, Wright, L7T06%040
5/%et ilarold B, Tright, 35036723 3% lnrry{pml) Buahman, 32399544
Set Jehn R, Howell, 12096731 SEb P.:.C'll.'ll;‘. G. Moaning, 16110411

LBT.LT JOSEPH F. WALSH, 802531, ™C 1At SAT EARL Q. Saltagy sUrLOoE
}:L.f:';r.-t Benjamin "N. [fcnbhowr,13023007 Srt Ernest F. Ragan, lo332080

Flane 3 41L-28110 Crow g TT

| P r I

;. JUHN Ti LERCART, 0TS
LT Fatl G. T.

“RITEST H.. HUTTON,
Crawford,
Dogatt, a
Trouseh, 1214L 335

DADOIST, A

(=
gl

5S50t Donnld £, Dewey,
illinm ¥. Timar

Prssongoers

LST LT GILRSAT' W. FISHER, 0722853, AC ST LT EMIL A. BCKE v JRLLAZATE AN
Z-lf-’-igt Luslie W, Hollahd, A7778R3 At Euptene . rson,  $527

Flana 4 4E-YOB2 Crew BGL

D LT FRANCIS. W, GONLEY, 2726313, AC 2uD LT GORDOM §. PARESR, JCGTTESSE, AC

EZND LT JERAME I, STEINIAUSR,O6TEL55,AC 2ND LT JOHN J. RAMKIN, 04140597, o0

T/5et Horeld C. Bekleberry, L5315230 S/5z% Geargse M. Allen, 31250348

/SRt Edwnred 0, Bnungnrken, 36526317 8/5e% Kormit E. Moon, 35335520

a/ort Froneis R, Tilson, 3LL27608 Sgt Plersol G. Borden, 15145497 @
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Mr. Michael S. Simpson, Webmaster of the 445" Bomb Group Website
% Information provided from the original crew load list for the 4 6™ mission of the
445™ Bombardment Group for the April 1, 1944, mission to Ludwigshafen, Germany.

Mr. Henry M. “Hank” Lively of Wichita, Kansas. An original member of the “Henry Bussing
Crew”, #44 of the 702" Squadron, 445™ Bombardment Group

% A copy of the declassified original unit movement list for the 445" Bombardment Group from
Sioux City, lowa, dated October 6, 1943. A copy of Bill Trudell’ sketch of the “Dana Crew”

aircraft.

Mpr. William “Bill” Trudell, deceased. An original member of the “Steinbacher Crew” and

one of the few men of the original crews to complete the entire number of missions to complete a
€6, »
Combat Tour

% The “Dana Crew” aircraft sketch, listing crew members’ names, positions and details of the
events on April 1, 1944.

Mpr. Paul Wilkinson, (RAF, Retired) of Forncett St. Peter, UK
% A copy of what also appears to be Bill Trudell’s sketch of the Dana Crew aircraft, listing crew

members names, positions and details of the events on April 1, 1944, which had been obtained
from the Norwich Records Office, Norwich, UK.
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